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Restoration of the Hieroglyphic Inscriptions on the Ceiling
of Room H at Malkata Palace
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(Received 18 April 1990)

The palace-city of Malkata was built by Amenhotep III on the west bank opposite the ancient southern capital of
Thebes in Egypt. It was excavated and surveyed by the several investigators from 1888 onward, but the Egypt Architec-

tural Mission of Waseda University resumed explorations there from 1985 to 1988 in order to study on the wide variety

of decorative motifs.

From “‘Room H' located in the center of the Palace of the King, a large number of painted mud fragments were

recovered. Some of them bear the parts of the hieroglyphic inscriptions, including the cartouches of nomen and

prenomen which are under the wings of each vultures goddess Nekhbet.

In the following discussion the monumental hieroglyphic inscriptions painted on the ceiling of the nave at “Room

H’’ is reconstructed by using the actual painted fragments.
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Fig. 1 General plan of Malkata Palace
A: Palace of the King, B: South Palace, C: Kit-
chens, D: Middie Palace, E: West Villas, F: North
Palace, G: Village Area, H: Audience Pavillion, I:
Temple of Amun, J: Mounds of spoil sand of the
Lake *‘Birket Habu"
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c: Part of ‘“nh’’-sign with Border (Fig. 4b, A7)

e: Reverse side of the fragment in Fig. 3d
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b: Fragment of Prenomen cartouche (Fig. 4a,
A2, A3)

d: Fragment of ‘“‘s3’’ and a part of cartouche
(Fig. 5a, B2)

f: Part of “*s3 R¢’-sign and the red wing of God-
dess Nekhbet (Fig. 5b, B{1)
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a

i: Assembled fragments of ‘‘b”’-sign with inscrip-

tion painted in brown (Fig. 6a, ct)

m: Part of ‘3"’

-and

s

w3s

.3

-sign (Fig. 6a, C8)

C4)

e
e
n: Part of ‘‘pt”’-sign with inscription painted in
brown (Fig. 6a, G11)

E

C XA 2 EE [Room H) KHE tsiT 2 BAT MO BRI

q: Part of wall inscription, ‘‘p3’’-sign (Fig. 7,
D2)

Fig. 3 {continued)
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Fig. 4c: Hieroglyphic fragments read from left to right
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Fig. 4d: Hieroglyphic fragments read from left to right
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Fig. 4e: Fragments of hieroglyphic inscriptions, orientation unidentified

Figs. 4a—¢ Fragments of lines of inscription including Prenomen cartouche found from Room H
Solid black represents black; plain areas transparent yellow on white ground unless otherwise labelled. The color
labels are: r=red; b=blue; g = green; w=white; m =maroon; dm = dark maroon; r.l. =red line (presumably line
of preliminary sketch);
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Fig. 5a: Hieroglyphic fragments read from right to left
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Fig. 5¢c: Fragments of hieroglyphic inscriptions, orientation unidentified

|
|

EZ

CTAh ZEE [Room H| RIFEIC 1T 5 AT F W0 @EH%E

c4 §(W

71



72

AR H—

Cly S(w

b C15 § (W)

cle 5w cl8 s (W

N I.W n AR
@ S_‘.Ss ‘

€20 §(W

C24 ¥(S) €26 N (W

0 15¢m
— s

Tio L1 Mubhar fenmemante an cailing

Figs. 6a—c

=T b s 3 EE TRoom HJ KHBC 31+ 5 WA LF GO BRI 73

c27 N(¥)

@

C30 E(N)

C29 N(E)

&

c3l E(W)

0 15¢cm

Fig. 6c  Other fragments on ceiling

Other fragments of hieroglyphic inscriptions on ceiling found from Room H

Solid black represents black; plain areas are transparent yellow on white ground unless otherwise labelled. The col-
ar lahels are: r=red: b==hlue: c=green: w=white: m =maroon: dm=dark maroom: v=vellow; r.l. =red line
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Fig. 7 Fragments of hieroglyphic inscriptions on wall found from Room H
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Fig. 85 Reconstruction drawing of the inscription including Prenomen cartouche between goddess Nekhbet on the
ceiling of Room H
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